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Sports Fiction 
YA Distractions 

YA F ALE  Booked, Kwame Alexander  
Twelve-year-old Nick loves soccer and hates books, but soon learns the power of words as he 
wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams. 
 
 

YA F ALO  Justin, L.J. Alonge   

When the kids from Ghosttown challenge Justn's crew to a pick-up basketball game, no one wants 
him to play, but Justin refuses to give up the chance to prove himself. Currently in New Books. 
Followed by Janae (YA F ALO) 
 

YA F BEN My Seventh-Grade Life in Tights, Brooks Benjamin  

All Dillon wants is to be a real dancer. And if he wins a summer scholarship at Dance-Splosion, he's 
on his way. The problem? His dad wants him to play football. And Dillon's freestyle crew, the Dizzee 
Freekz, says that dance studios are for sell-outs. 
 

YA F BLO  Tangerine, Edward Bloor  
 Twelve-year-old Paul, who lives in the shadow of his football hero brother Erik, fights for the right to 
play soccer despite his near blindness and slowly begins to remember the incident that damaged his 
eyesight. 
 

YA F CAR Tumbling, Caela Carter  
 After sacrificing their childhoods, Grace, Leigh, Camille, Wilhelmina, and Monica are competing in 
the two days of the U.S. Olympic Gymnastics Trials, after which their lives will change forever. 
 
 

YA F CHA Tiny Pretty Things, Sona Charaipotra  

 Three top students at an exclusive Manhattan ballet academy compete for the status of prima 
ballerina, with each willing to sacrifice, manipulate, and backstab to be the best of the best. 
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YA F COH  Leverage, Joshua Cohen   

 High school sophomore Danny excels at gymnastics but is bullied, like the rest of the gymnasts, by 
members of the football team, until an emotionally and physically scarred new student joins the 
football team and forms an unlikely friendship with Danny.  
 

YA F COU  One Shot Away, T. Glen Coughlin  

 Three high school seniors face mounting pressures, at home and school, as they start their last 
season on the varsity wrestling team. 
 
 
 

YA F DEU  Gym Candy, Carl Deuker       

Groomed by his father to be a star player, football is the only thing that has ever really mattered to 
Mick Johnson, who works hard for a spot on the varsity team his freshman year, then tries to hold 
onto his edge by using steroids, despite the consequences to his health and social life. 
 
 

YA F DEU  Payback Time, Carl Deuker        

Overweight, somewhat timid Mitch reluctantly agrees to be the sports reporter for the Lincoln High 
newspaper because he is determined to be a writer, but he senses a real story in Angel, a talented 
football player who refuses to stand out on the field--or to discuss his past. 
 

YA F FEI  Foul Trouble, John Feinstein   

College recruiters are clamoring to sign up Terrell Jamerson, the #1 high school basketball player in 
the country. But not all of these recruiters are straight shooters, and Terrell will have to think fast if 
he wants to stay in the game. 
 

YA F FER  When the Stars Go Blue, Caridad Ferrer  
 Soledad Reyes decides to dance Carmen as part of a drum and bugle corps competition, not 
knowing if it will help or harm her chance of becoming a professional ballet dancer but eager to 
pursue new options, including a romance with the boy who invited her to audition. 
 

YA F FER  Bunheads, Sophie Flack  
Hannah Ward, nineteen, revels in the competition, intense rehearsals, and dazzling performances 
that come with being a member of Manhattan Ballet Company's corps de ballet, but after meeting 
handsome musician Jacob she begins to realize there could be more to her life. 
 

YA F JON  To the Point, Patrick Jones   

On the basketball court, Randy makes up for what he lacks in skill with hard work and hustle, but his 
high standards are challenged when he discovers some players are cheating in school. 
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YA F KAL  Step Up and Dance, Thalia Kalkipsakis   

 Saph's life is pretty perfect. At sixteen, she's already doing what she loves, dancing in a cheerleading 
squad for a professional basketball team. So when she gets a Valentine from her secret crush, all her 
dreams seem to be within reach. But the harder Saph dances after her dreams, the more her real life 
starts to get in the way. Worst of all, the Valentine turns out to be a hoax. Humiliated and angry, 
Saph and her best friend, Summer, are determined to get revenge. 

YA F LIP  Center Field, Robert Lipsyte    

 Mike lives for baseball and hopes to follow his idol into the major leagues, but he is distracted by a 
new player who might take his place, an ankle injury, problems at home, and a growing awareness 
that something sinister is happening at school. 
 
 

YA F LIP  Center Field, Robert Lipsyte  

Ernie Dolan, 14, is plagued by the curse of the average. Nothing about him stands out-- except his 
stutter. Then, at a competitive basketball camp, Mike excels while Ernie is average. Ernie morphs 
from outcast to hero, risking his life to save three camp mates from near tragedy. His funny, 
heartwarming story unfolds against the backdrop of exciting, authentic basketball action while 
touching on typical teen issues of friendship and the near-deadly consequences of peer pressure. 

YA F LYN  Hit Count, Chris Lynch  
Arlo Brodie loves being at the heart of the action on the football field, and while his dad cheers him 
on, his mother quotes head injury statistics and refuses to watch, but Arlo's winning plays, the 
cheering crowds, and the adrenaline rush are enough to convince him that everything is OK--in spite 
of the pain, the pounding, the dizziness, and the confusion. 

YA F MYE  Kick, Walter Dean Myers  

 Told in their separate voices, thirteen-year-old soccer star Kevin and police sergeant Brown, who 
knew his father, try to keep Kevin out of juvenile hall after he is arrested on very serious charges. 
 
 

YA F QUI  Boy21, Matthew Quick  

 Finley, an unnaturally quiet boy who is the only white player on his high school's varsity basketball 
team, lives in a dismal Pennsylvania town that is ruled by the Irish mob, and when his coach asks him 
to mentor a troubled African American student who has transferred there from an elite private 
school in California, he finds that they have a lot in common in spite of their apparent differences. 

YA F RIC  Always a Catch, Peter Richmond  

 After he joins the new football team, Jack, a new junior and a skilled piano player at a preparatory 
boarding school, must decide how far he is willing to go to fit in with his new teammates, and how 
much he is willing to compromise himself to play the kind of music the school expects him to. 
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YA F SHA  Various Positions, Martha Shabas  
When talented, dedicated fourteen-year-old Georgia Slade becomes a student in an elite Toronto 
ballet academy, her confusing feelings toward one of her teachers lead to disaster. 
 
 
 

YA F WAL  Slump, Kevin Waltman  

Derrick "D-Bow" Bowman thought sophomore year would be easier, but his girlfriend Jasmine 
leaves him for putting too much focus on basketball, the jump shot he worked on all summer is not 
working, and his father has a heart attack, forcing Derrick to accept that basketball cannot be his 
only priority. 

YA F VAN  The Running Dream, Wendelin Van Draanen    

When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old Jessica an amputee, she returns to school with a 
prosthetic limb and her track team finds a wonderful way to help rekindle her dream of running 
again. 
 
 

YA F VOL  The Final Four, Paul Volponi  

Four players at the Final Four of the NCAA basketball tournament struggle with the pressures of 
tournament play and the expectations of society at large. 
 
 
 

YA F VOL  Game Seven, Paul Volponi  
A sixteen-year-old shortstop in Cuba who dreams of playing with the pros must choose between his 
country and his father who defected to the U.S. 
 
 

YA F VOL  Top Prospect, Paul Volponi  
 Travis, a pre-teen quarterback with big potential, gets the opportunity of a lifetime when the coach 
of Gainesville University football program offers him a scholarship before Travis even gets to high 
school. (Currently in YA New Book) 
 

 

YA Historical Fiction 

YA F DEU  Someday Dancer, Sarah Rubin   

 In South Carolina in 1959 Casey Quinn dreams of being a ballerina, and though she has never had 
the money for lessons, she follows her dream to New York City and the Martha Graham School of 
Contemporary Dance. 
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YA Thrill Ride 

YA F DEU  Runner, Carl Deuker        

Living with his alcoholic father on a broken-down sailboat on Puget Sound has been hard on 
seventeen-year-old Chance Taylor, but when his love of running leads to a high-paying job, he 
quickly learns that the money is not worth the risk. 
 

YA F DRA  Panic, Sharon M. Draper  
 As rehearsals begin for the ballet version of Peter Pan, the teenaged members of an Ohio dance 
troupe lose their focus when one of their own goes missing. 
 
 

YA F LEO  Incinerator, Niall Leonard   

 After he discovers his father murdered, Finn, now the prime suspect, scours the London 
underworld, exposing secrets and facing danger, to determine the true killer. Followed by 
Incinerator (YA F LEO) 
 

 

YA Science Fiction 

YA F LEO  Game Changer, Margaret Peterson Haddix  

While playing in the championship softball game, star pitcher KT Sutton blacks out and awakes to a 
changed world where the roles of academics and sports at her middle school have flipped, making 
talented athletes, such as KT, outcasts and brainy nerds popular. 
 
 

YA True Love 
YA F ELK  Wild Cards, Simone Elkeles  

3Told from two viewpoints, Derek Fitzpatrick, kicked out of boarding school, must move with his 
stepmother to her childhood home in Illinois, where he meets Ashtyn Parker, who may be able to 
achieve her dream of a football scholarship with bad boy Derek's help. 
 

 

YA F FER  The ABC’s of Kissing Boys, Tina Ferraro  

 When sixteen-year-old Parker Stanhope takes kissing lessons from the freshman across the street as 
part of her plan to get on the varsity soccer team, a relationship blossoms that threatens her 
popularity at school and must be kept secret from their feuding fathers. 
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YA F JOH  Until Friday Night, Abbi Glines  

In the small town of Lawton, Alabama, star high school quarterback West Ashby meets new girl 
Maggie Carlton, both of whom are battling feelings of grief and sorrow. 
 
 
 

YA F JOH  Interference, Kay Honeyman  

 Kate Hamilton is a congressman's daughter, used to the world of Washington politics, but after 
some pictures of her cause a mild scandal, she finds herself exiled to her aunt's West Texas farm and 
animal shelter, in the district where her father is planning to run for office-- and then she discovers 
that politics in a small town can be even nastier than Washington, especially when it involves the 
local high school football team. (Currently in YA New Book) 

YA F JOH  The Flip Side, Shawn Johnson   

An elite teenaged gymnast with Olympic dreams finds it hard to train when a irresistible guy comes 
along and threatens to throw her whole world off balance. 

 
 

YA Fiction 

YA F AYA  Compulsion, Heidi Ayarbe  
 Poised to lead his high school soccer team to its third straight state championship, seventeen-year-
old star player Jake Martin struggles to keep hidden his nearly debilitating obsessive-compulsive 
disorder. 
 

YA F AYA  Call Me By My Name, John Ed Bradley  
Growing up in Louisiana in the late 1960s, where segregation and prejudice still thrive, two high 
school football players, one white, one black, become friends, but some changes are too difficult to 
accept. 
 

YA F COL  Pointe, Brandy Colbert  

 Four years after Theo's best friend, Donovan, disappeared at age thirteen, he is found and brought 
home and Theo puts her health at risk as she decides whether to tell the truth about the abductor, 
knowing her revelation could end her life-long dream of becoming a professional ballet dancer. 
 
 

YA F DEU  Darius & Twig, Walter Dean Myers    

Two best friends, a writer and a runner, deal with bullies, family issues, social pressures, and their 
quest for success coming out of Harlem. 
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YA F DYE  The Season, Jonah Lisa Dyer  

 When her mother enters her and her twin sister as debutantes for this year's deb season in Dallas, 
soccer star Megan McKnight is furious. She has no interest the dress-filled life of a socialite deb, but 
her season turns out to be one full of twists and turns - and more than one dashing suitor! 
 

YA F GIB  See No Color, Shannon Gibney   

Alex has always identified herself as a baseball player, the daughter of a winning coach, but when 
she realizes that is not enough she begins to come to terms with her adoption and her race. 
 
 

YA F LON  Up to this Pointe, Jennifer Longo   

 Devastated when her dream of becoming a professional ballerina falls through, seventeen-year-old 
Harper Scott takes a job as a research assistant, wintering over at McMurdo, a U.S. science station at 
the tip of Antarctica where, for the first time, she considers other possible futures. 
 

YA F MOO  This Way Home, Wes Moore   

Elijah, seventeen, has always been sure of just one thing--basketball--and believes it will be his way 
out of West Baltimore, but when gang violence knocks him down, helping a veteran repair his rickety 
home helps Elijah see what really matters. 
 

 

YA F PAD  Out of Nowhere, Maria Padian  

Performing community service for pulling a stupid prank against a rival high school, soccer star Tom 
tutors a Somali refugee with soccer dreams of his own. 
 
 
 

YA F REY  Ghost, Jason Reynolds    

Ghost, a naturally talented runner and troublemaker, is recruited for an elite middle school track 
team. He must stay on track, literally and figuratively, to reach his full potential. (Currently on Lone 
Star 2017 Shelf) 
 
 

YA F SMI  Winger, Andrew Smith  

Two years younger than his classmates at a prestigious boarding school, fourteen-year-old Ryan 
Dean West grapples with living in the dorm for troublemakers, falling for his female best friend who 
thinks of him as just a kid, and playing wing on the Varsity rugby team with some of his frightening 
new dorm-mates. Followed by Stand Off (YA F SMI) 
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YA Graphic Novels 

YA F CRO  Crimson Hero, Mitsuba Takanashi  
All that matters to 15-year-Old Nobara Sumiyoshi is volleyball, but her mother will stop at nothing to 
keep her off the court and in the family's restaurant business. With assistance from her feisty Aunt 
Momoko, Nobara decides to play offense. 

YA F CRO  Cross Game, Mitsuru Adachi  

 Ko is training hard to match Aoba, Wakaba's sister, in pitching skill. Will he be able to achieve his 
dream in the face of Aoba's hostility and a new high school coach whose main goal is winning? 
 
 
 

YA F CRO  Play Ball, Nunzio DeFilippis  

Most girls, when they get to a new school, just want to fit in. But Dashiell Brody isn't like most girls. 
A natural at softball, Dashiell discovers her new school has a championship level baseball team, and 
Dashiell wants to play ball. One girl's quest to play the national pastime with the boys will turn her 
family, her school, and her state upside down. 
 

YA F CRO  The Prince of Tennis, Takeshi Konomi  
A twelve-year-old boy has enough tennis talent to play in the sixteen-year-old group and start on his 
way to greatness. 
 
 
 

YA F SLA  Slam Dunk, Takehiko Inoue   

 The Shohoku High basketball team wants to be the best and have one more year to make the finals. 
 
 

 

YA Series 

   

YA SER DAI  Dairy Queen (Dairy Queen Trilogy), Catherine Gilbert Murdock  

After spending her summer running the family farm and training the quarterback for her school's rival football 
team, sixteen-year-old D.J. decides to go out for the sport herself, not anticipating the reactions of those 
around her. Followed by The Off Season and Front and Center (YA SER SLA) 
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YA SER DIS  Wings (District 13), Katherine Hengel & Alex Kushowski   

Angel is counting on a baseball scholarship to go to college, but when his friend, Berto, accidentally injures 
him in a game he wonders if he'll ever play again. 

 

YA SER HUN  Catching Jordan (Hundred Oaks Series), Miranda Kenneally  
Jordan Woods, captain and quarterback of her high school football team, seeks an athletic college scholarship, 
but when Ty Green joins the team and takes her position, her scholarship chances and her camaraderie with 
the team are threatened. Followed by Stealing Parker, Breathe Annie Breathe, and Defending Taylor. 
 

     

YA SER LOC  Always Upbeat/All That (Lockwood Lions Series), Stephanie Perry Moore  
The Lockwood high cheer squad has it all, and the ballers are hot, tough, and on point. But where there's 
cheer, there's drama. Works bound back to back and inverted. Followed by Keep Jumping/No Hating, Settle 
Down/Be Real, Shake It/Got Pride and Yell Out/Do You (YA SER LOC) 
 

   

YA SER STU  Stupid Fast (Stupid Fast Series), Geoff Herbach  

Just before his sixteenth birthday, Felton Reinstein has a sudden growth spurt that turns him from a small, 
jumpy, picked-on boy with the nickname of "Squirrel Nut" to a powerful athlete, leading to new friends, his 
first love, and the courage to confront his family's past and current problems. Followed by Nothing Special 
and I’m With Stupid (YA SER STU) 
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